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The basic principle is that it is generally
a good idea to prevent the opponents
playing in 1NT, so a ‘direct’ overcall should
be based on two good suits. A useful rule
of thumb is for the suits to be at least 5-4
in length, with at least two honours in
each suit (when non-vulnerable). However,
with extra length, less high-card strength
is necessary. When vulnerable, it is advis -
able to be 5-5 in the two suits, or for the
overcaller’s hand to be 5-4-3-1 with open -
ing values.
In the ‘protective’ position (i.e. 1NT –

Pass – Pass – ?), a good working assumption
is that the high-card points are approxi -
mately evenly divided between each
partnership, so you can afford to compete
more aggres sively. Successful match-point
players will bid when 4-4 if non-vulnerable,
and on many 5-4 hands when vulnerable.
Consider what you would bid in all

situations with Hand A: 

A sensible approach would be to overcall
2® in the direct position when non-
vulnerable, and to bid 2® in the protective
position at any vulne rability. However,
with a heart more and a diamond fewer, it
would now be acceptable to bid 2® in all
positions and vulnerabilities.

How does one respond
to a 2®overcall?

• With at least four cards in either major,
the responder can make a limit bid at
the two, three or four levels. 

• When holding equal length in the
majors, the responder is keen to
discover which suit is best for the
overcaller. This can be achieved by

Hand A
´ K Q 7 6 2
™ K Q 5 2
t 7 6 3
® 5

using 2t as a conventional response.
This simply asks the overcaller to bid
his longer (or better) major.

• With unequal length, the responder
can bid his longer major at the two
level with a relatively weak hand.
When holding invitational values,
how  ever, he can start by bidding 2t,
and then raise to three of the over -
caller’s longer major if a fit has now
been found.

• With no fit for either major, the
responder can make an invitational
bid of 2NT (around 12-14).

• It is common to play that the
responder can also make a game
forcing enquiry bid by raising to
3®. This typically requires a hand
worth around 15 points, and asks
the over caller to bid his longer
major at the three level, or to bid 3t
with equal length in both of his
suits. 

Consider how to continue after partner
bids 2® when holding Hands B and C:

Hand B Hand C
´ A 9 6 2 ´ 5 4
™ 6 ™ Q 8
t K Q 8 4 3 t K 7 5 4
® 6 5 2 ® Q 8 7 3 2

With Hand B, the responder can make an
invitational jump to 3´. With Hand C, he
bids 2t, intending to pass the overcaller’s
next bid (two of his longer major).

Can we still play in clubs 
if we adopt Landy?

There are two ways in which the part -
nership can try to play in clubs. One is for
the overcaller to jump to 3® (with a good
six-card suit). The second way is for the
overcaller’s partner to pass when the con -
ventional overcall has been made.

IN this article, I will look at an effective
yet relatively straightforward convention:
Landy. Originally the idea of Alvin Landy,
it is a convention which allows an over -
caller to show a two-suited hand following
an opening bid of 1NT. In a nutshell, by
bidding 2® over the opening 1NT, the
overcaller shows that he holds both majors.

Why is it useful to play
a conventional defence to an

opening bid of 1NT? 

The main disadvantages in playing a
natural defence lie in the frequency with
which one can disrupt the auction as an
overcaller, and the ability to find the best
fit available. When holding a two-suited
hand, it is clearly desirable to show both
suits at once, as this will allow partner to
choose the best one for the partnership.
This is particularly important when hold -
ing both major suits, since they make it
more likely that we can win a competitive
auction (we can outbid the opponents
without raising the trick level). 

How does Landy allow
an overcaller to show
a two-suited hand?

By sacrificing a natural bid, one can
increase the range of hands that can enter
the bidding. In this case, the least useful
natural bid is 2®. This is therefore given a
conventional meaning, and is used to
show both majors.

What are the requirements 
for a Landy 2® bid? 

This is a matter for partnership agree -
ment, but it is sensible to vary the requi -
rements according to both position and
vulnerability, as well as the form of scoring.

U
SE

F
U
L
 C
O
N
V
E
N
T
IO

N
S The Landy defence

to a 1NT opening

David Bakhshi



19June 2010 English Bridgewww.ebu.co.uk

How should opener’s partner
deal with Landy interference?

Following a direct overcall of 2®, regular
partnerships should agree the meaning of
‘double’, a bid of 2™/2´ and a bid of
3™/3´. 
It is sensible to play that doubling shows

some values (8+ points), and leads to
penalty doubles by both players thereafter.
Common treatments of major-suit bids

are to either play them all as natural, or to
use 2™/2´ as stopper-asking bids, and
jumps to 3™/3´ to show game-forcing
hands with a shortage in the bid suit and
at least 5-4 in the minors.

What happens
if third hand bids after partner

makes a 2® overcall?

If third hand (the opener’s partner) doubles
the 2® overcall, the overcaller’s partner
can now pass to show clubs, make a natural
bid of 2t, or redouble to ask the overcaller
to bid his longer major. The meaning of
higher bids can remain unchanged.
If third hand bids a suit, then the over -

caller’s partner can double for pen al ties or
make natural bids as before.
Here is an example of Landy in action:

´ K Q 7 5 4 ´ A J 8
™ A J 8 2 ™ Q 10 6
t 7 t 9 6 4 3
® K 8 6 ® A 5 3

West North East South
1NT

2®1 Pass 2t2 Pass
2´ Pass 3´3 Pass
4´

1 Majors
2 Asking for the longer major
3 Invitational

In summary:

• It is useful to have a bid which shows
both majors when the opponents
open 1NT.

• The requirements for an overcall
vary according to vulnerability and
position.

• The overcaller’s partner makes a limit
bid with a known fit. With equal
length, he can bid 2t to ask about the
overcaller’s longer major. r
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makers of playing cards since 1824

www.piatnik.co.uk 
( 020 8661 8866

This charming twin-pack of Piatnik playing
cards (‘Romance & Roses’) is the prize on offer
in our series of quizzes set by Paul Hackett.

There are three categories in our competi -
tion: up to and including Master; up to and
including Regional Master; and those with
higher ranking. Please indicate on the top left-
hand corner of the envelope, or in the e-mail
subject line, the category for which you are
entering. The first correct entry in each
category out of a hat will win the prize.
The Editor’s decision is final. 

Entries to the Editor, 23 Erleigh Road,
Reading RG1 5LR, or e-mail elena@ebu.co.uk
by June 20th 2010. Please make sure you
include your full postal address even if
entering by e-mail.

QUIZ master Paul Hackett gives his views on
the best leads, and marks them in order of merit.

W N E S
1®

Pass 1´ Pass 1NT
End

Any diamond (10); ´A
(7); ™8 (5); ´4 (3); ®6 (1).

Always difficult when the opponents have bid
your suits and have stopped at a low level. A club
looks as if it is going round to the opener’s suit.
The fact that partner has not protected with 2™
suggests that he does not have reasonable hearts.
You might lead ́ A to have a look at dummy. The
´4 could be a disaster. That leaves a dia mond,
which could well be partner’s suit anyway. 

W N E S
1® Pass 1´ Dble
4´ 4NT1 Pass 5t
Dble End
1 Diamonds and hearts

t8 (10); ´A (7); low spade
(4); ®A (3)

You have made a very aggressive 4´ bid and
pushed the opponents to make a tough decision.
It is almost certain that the ™A is with South and
if we do not attack the suit we have two heart

tricks so a heart lead is out of the question. South
is likely to be short in clubs which makes a club
lead unattractive. There is a case for leading the
´A to have a look at dummy but safest is a trump
lead even though it’s a singleton.

W N E S
2®

Pass 2t Pass 2´
Pass 3t Pass 3™
Pass 3´ Pass 4®
Pass 6NT Pass 7´
End

®Q/8/6 (10); ́ 10 (9); a diamond (5); a heart (2).

This hand is from a Crockfords match and the
opening lead made a huge difference. As it
proved at the table, a red-suit lead may give
declarer a trick, whereas a black-suit lead is
unlikely to hurt partner. I prefer a club lead as
on the auction the ®A might be missing.

ANSWERS TO APRIL OPENING LEADS QUIZ

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS:

Master: Hilton Stansfield,
Bamford, Rochdale

Regional: Roy Edmunds,
Shotley Gate, Ipswich

Open: John Shaw, 
Codnor Park, Notts.

PRIZE LEADS
OPENING leads are often subjective and vir tual -
ly any opening lead can be successful some of the
time. However, bridge is in many ways a game of
percentages and there fore certain leads will gain
more often than others. In each issue you will be
given three hands and the bidding on each, and
you are asked to choose your opening leads.
Sugges tions and markings will be in the next
issue. In each example you are on lead as West.

W N E S
3NT

End
*Solid minor with no more
than one stop outside

W N E S
1´

Pass 2t Pass 2™
Pass 3™* Pass 4™
End (*non forcing)

W N E S
1NT

Pass 3NT Dble End

QUIZQQUUIIZZ

´ A 6 5
™ K 10 7 6 4
t Q J 10 4
® 6

´ A Q 10 8
™ Q 7 5
t 6
® Q J 10 7 6

´ 10 4 2
™ J 10 9 7
t Q 10 8 7
® 6 5

´ A K 10 4
™ 8 2
t 9 4 3
® A J 7 6

´ A 5 4 2
™ K Q 2
t 8
® A Q 10 7 2

´ 10
™ 9 8 6 5 4
t 9 8 3
® Q J 8 6

*


